The brown bowel syndrome and gastrointestinal adenocarcinoma. Two complications of vitamin E deficiency in celiac sprue and chronic pancreatitis?
The brown bowel syndrome is a rare disorder caused by vitamin E deficiency occurring in malabsorption syndromes. In patients with celiac sprue and chronic pancreatitis, the death rate from malignancy is high. We believe that vitamin E deficiency is responsible for the development of the brown bowel syndrome and may be partially responsible for the high incidence of malignancy in patients with celiac sprue and chronic pancreatitis. We report such a patient, and review the literature.